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August 16, 2017 
Dear Comet Families-  

The storm is over! As I write this, we are taking plastic bag coverings off of computers and picking up the shingles 

from our school roof that were blown off during Irma. A few downed ceiling tiles are being swept up and will 

hopefully be replaced soon. We are anxiously awaiting our students returning to school on Monday, September 

18th. In other words, we are anxiously awaiting a return to normalcy.  

The reports I have received show that about 30% of Seminole County homes are still without power. There are 

also reports of issues with plumbing and sewage disposal in neighboring areas. Flooding in parts of the county is 

also still a possibility, as the St. John’s River and area lakes are expected to crest. There is still a lot to clean up 

and do around our community.  

One of the bright spots to all of this is that our students got to see firsthand how the community responds when 

adversity strikes. From neighbors helping each other take care of fallen trees, to neighborhood cookouts to 

ensure the hungry are fed, to volunteers helping in area shelters, to crews of power teams launching to restore 

electricity, there are so many positive examples of people helping people. As principal of this elementary school, 

it warms my heart to know that our students will continue to grow up in a community that puts people first.  

As we are part of a community that continues to put people first, Carillon Elementary School will be no different. 

Before the storm, many of you know that we launched a fundraising campaign to raise funds for a new 

playground. The fundraising was to culminate with a wonderful event called the Comet Challenge on September 

22, 2017. Many planning and coordinating hours went into this event, along with some pretty amazing costumes 

during a pep rally a week and a half ago. In light of the recent storms (Irma and Harvey), we will put the Comet 

Challenge on hold. It is far more important to help our community, other communities to our north and south, 

the Caribbean, and Texas, than it is to have a new playground. Please be on the lookout for information 

concerning supply drives and donation efforts.  

Our PTA, along with our Playground Committee, will work together to figure out the best time and best way to 

continue the Comet Challenge at another time period. If you have already made a donation for the Comet 

Challenge (thank you), it will be carried through and counted whenever we resume the fundraising.  

The link provided below is to a quick survey. Please consider responding to the 8 items. Responses will be used to 

help assess if there is a community need for school support and to also help make decisions on fundraising 

efforts. It is optional to attach your name to the survey, but if you are asking for assistance from the school, we 

will need your name to coordinate assistance that we can provide. There is also an open-ended item at the end 

of the survey to make additional suggestions and comments.  

https://goo.gl/forms/MD9UjvEsXw9lnEbf2 

These events will be a topic at our first School Advisory Council (SAC) meeting on Tuesday, September 19, 2017, 

at 6:30 PM. We are looking for parent and community members of our SAC that will be able to commit to about 

one meeting a month and that want to help make decisions regarding our school. If you need more information, 

please feel free to contact me. Per our bylaws, positions on the SAC are elected, so by showing up for the first 

meeting, you are nominating yourself to be a member.  

Finally, I know that the lead up to the storm, the storm itself, and the storm’s aftermath can be a lot for our 

students to handle. I’ve attached a resource file, along with this email, that has some helpful suggestions for 

parents on how to help children cope with these events. Thank you to Ms. Kristy Conley for finding it and passing 

it along so that it could be distributed.   

We are very much looking forward to Monday morning and to the return of our 1,000 Comets! 

With the storm gone, it is our “Time to SHINE!” 

Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Windish 
 
Daniel H. Windish, Ed.D.  
Principal 
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